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IV. 

Hijlory  of  a Cafe  terminating  favourably,  in 
which  an  extra-uterine  Foetus  was  difcharg- 
ed,  at  an  opening  in  the  Abdomen , near  the 
Umbilicus.  Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan , 
in  a letter  from  Dr  Colin  Maclarty,  of 
Jamaica. 

\ 

A Healthy,  good  looking  negro  woman, 
named  Juliet,  about  22  years  of  age, 
the  property  of  George  Mawate,  Efq.  was 
feized  with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  approach- 
ing labour,  on  the  iff  of  Auguft  1790,  when 
the  common  time  of  geftation  had  expir- 
ed. But,  from  the  lingering,  unproductive 
(late  in  which  (he  remained  for  feveral  days, 
the  midwife  and  attendants  grew  impatient, 
and  requeued  to  have  medical  advice.  Ac- 
cordingly, my  partner,  Dr  John  Macklafhan, 
was  called  in  on  the  5th  ; and,  on  examining 
the  parts,  was  a good  deal  furprifed,  to  find 
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none  of  thofe  changes  which  generally  precede 
parturition.  In  this  fituation,  the  poor  wo- 
man was  directed  to  be  kept  quiet : due  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  bowels,  and  an  opiate 
was  prefcribed.  I faw  her  the  day  following, 
along  w'ith  Dr  John  and  Dr  Charles  Macklalh- 
an,  and  found  her  much  in  the  fame  condition : 
there  was  then,  no  alteration  in  the  vagina, 
nor  dilatation  of  the  os  internum.  The  tumour 
of  the  abdomen  remained  high  above  the  pel- 
vis, and  had  never  in  the  lead  fubfided. 
From  thefe,  and  other  appearances,  we  imme- 
diately began  to  fufpeCt  an  extra-uterine  con- 
ception ; and  a little  farther  obfervation,  per- 
fectly confirmed  us  in  our  conjecture.  One 
circumftance,  however,  occurred,  which  feemed 
to  militate  againft  the  idea  w'e  had  formed  j 
and  which  I am  at  a lofs  to  explain,  in  a man- 
ner fatisfaCtory  to  myfelf.  A confiderable  dif- 
charge  of  pale- coloured  blood  from  the  vagina 
took  place,  and  continued  more  or  lefs  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  and  then  gradually  difap- 
peared.  Now,  whether  this  extraordinary 
aCtion  of  the  uterus  could  be  confidered  as  ha- 
ving any  connection  with  the  general  laws  of 

the  animal  ceccnomy,  which,  at  this  period, 
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would,  in  an  impregnafed  date,  have  peculi- 
arly ade&ed  this  organ,  I will  not  take  upon  me 
to  determine  ; but  will  leave  the  fadd  to  thofe 
more  capable  of  judging.  During  part  of  Au- 
gud,  the  whole  of  September,  O&ober,  and 
November,  there  was  no  apparent  change. 
The  poor  creature  was  all  this  time  in  a date 
of  extreme  anxiety j eagerly  looking  up  for  re- 
lief from  thofe  who  were  no  lefs  folicitous  to 
give  her  every  aflidance  in  their  power ; yet, 
as  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  me- 
dical gentlemen  who  had  feen  her,  that  no  o- 
peration  fhould  be  attempted,  prudence,  as 
as  well  as  humanity,  pointed  out  the  propriety 
of  patiently  watching  the  event. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  a circum- 
fcribed  prominence  began  to  form  in  the  um- 
bilical region,  without  creating  much  pain  or 
uneafinefs.  This  fwelling  increafed  for  fome 
weeks ; and  the  teguments,  unequal  to  the  re- 
fidance,  at  lad  gave  way  to  a partial  expulfion 
of  a full-grown  foetus.  The  lotver  extremities 
and  breech,  came  out  at  the  orifice;  and  high- 
er up,  towards  the  domach,  the  right  arm,  as 
far  as  the  dioulder,  was  protruded  at  ano- 
ther opening,  leaving  an  intermediate  feprum 
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of  two  and  a half,  or  three  inches  of  the 
mufcles  undivided.  In  this  fituation,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  ac- 
knowlegded  abilities  in  the  profeflion,  that, 
as  nature  had  done  fo  much,  they  would  truft 
a little  farther  to  her  operations.  At  this 
time,  I had  juft  recovered  from  a fever  ; and, 
on  the  information  of  Dr  Arthur  Broughton, 
took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  feeing  this  ex- 
traordinary cafe,  which  I found  exactly  as 
defcribed  by  him,  and  as  already  flated.  From 
this  period,  I was  often  with  her ; and  per- 
ceiving no  immediate  probability  of  a fepara- 
tion  of  the  part  which  feemed  principally  to  con- 
fine the  foetus,  I was  induced  to  make  an  in- 
cifion,  and  to  divide  it.  I then  grafped  the 
body,  and  endeavoured  to  extra#  the  head ; 
but,  as  it  lay  deeper,  and  was  more  impacted 
in  the  vifcera  than  I could  have  expected,  and 
finding  my  efforts,  though  gentle,  likely  to  de- 
tach the  body  at  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck, 
I had  recourfe  to  the  forceps ; with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  which  I readily  fecured,  and  ex- 
tracted it.  A vaff  quantity  of  moft  offenfive 
putrid  fanies  followed,  but  no  veftige  of  pla- 
centa ; from  which,  I was  led  to  conclude, 
that  it  muff  have  been  melted  down  into  this 
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corrupt  fanics.  A broad  flannel  roller  was  now 
wrapped,  with  a moderate  degree  of  tightnefs, 
feveral  times  round  the  body,  and  nothing  ap- 
plied to  the  pa^t  but  the  mildefl  drefling,  with 
a comprefs  of  foft  old  linen  over  it.  An  opi- 
ate was  then  ordered,  and  1 left  her. 

This  was  on  the  25th  of  December  ; and 
when  I vifited  her  on  the  26th,  I found  lhe 
had  refled  tolerably  well  during  the  night, 
but  complained  of  pain  in  her  bowels,  attend- 
ed with  diarrhoea.  This  complaint,  arifing, 

I prefume,  from  acrid  abforption,  was  now 
rendered  particularly  formidable,  from  the 
very  emaciated  flate  to  which  flie  was  already 
reduced.  By  the  aid  of  the  bark,  however, 
with  a light  decottion  of  cortex  Simaroubce, 
wine,  and  generous  diet,  which  her  mafler 
liberally  fupplied,  I have  the  pleafure  to  in- 
form you,  that,  on  the  10th  of  January,  flic 
was  fo  far  recovered,  as  to  be  able  to  fit  up, 
walk  about  the  room,  and  to  amufe  herfelf. 

Since  that  period,  jfhe  has  perfectly  recover- 
ed her  flrength,  and  looks  flout  and  healthy ; 
but  as  yet,  (February  19th),  has  had  no  re- 
turn of  the  catamenia. 

Such  has  been  the  favourable  termination 
of  this  uncommon  cafe  ; and,  1 am  ferry  to 
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add,  in  the  mid  ft  of  fo  much  good  fortune,  her 
domedic  tranquillity  is  in  danger  of  interruption  ; 
for  fo  dreadful  an  impreflion  has  her  late  fuffer- 
ings,  and  helplefs  profpecl,  left  in  her  mind, 
that  (lie  feems  determined  never  more  to  haz- 
ard a like  event.  But,  as  the  negro  who  is  her 
hufband,  hill  remains  remarkably  attentive  to 
her,  I am  inclined  to  think,  her  refolution  will 
not  be  permanent.  Should  it  happen,  and 
any  confequences  follow,  worthy  your  notice, 
I ihall  be  happy  to  tranfmit  them. 

“ Stimuli  natural  certe  fufficiunt,  et  terrqr 
f£  morborum  nunquam  adhuc  maturam  virgi- 
“ nem  ab  ara  Veneris  abegit,  et  nunquam  abi- 

gere  potent.” 
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